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CDC planning department are currently consulting on their new Statement of Community Involvement.  It is a comprehensive document, but buried in the middle of it they are proposing to no longer notify householders by mail of nearby planning applications, relying instead on a single site notice.  I think this is a really retrograde step and will be speaking against it.  However, my case will be strengthened if there is a good response to the consultation from PC’s (and members of the public) who also oppose this move.
 
If these changes go through, it will be entirely possible for an unscrupulous applicant to simply take down the notice and neighbours would be none the wiser.  Residents in rural communities will be expected to keep an eye open for things appearing on lampposts or fences and, of course, those with mobility issues will be completely excluded.  In an area of such acute development pressure, it seems to me wrong to downgrade how the council communicates with residents. 
 
The documents can be found here and the relevant section is 5.3 on page 20, which ends with the question:
 
“ Question 4: Do you agree with our proposal to use site notices, rather than neighbour notification letters, when publicising planning applications?"
 
If like me you think the answer to that should be a  definite  “No, both letters and site notices should continue to be used” then you have until the midday on Monday 23rd of August to have your say by::
 
· emailing PlanningPolicyConsultation@cherwell-dc.gov.uk  or by post to: Planning Policy Team, Planning Policy, Cherwell District Council, Bodicote House, Bodicote, Banbury, OX15 4AA  quoting reference “SCI Draft Consultation”

